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from those of the utility which economics aims to
confer.    Broadly stated, economics may be said to
benefit the producer while sociology benefits the con-
sumer.    But the term producer must here be taken
in its widest and really proper sense of any one who
by any form of labor adds anything to the value, i.e.,
to the utility, of a product.    The term consumer, on
the contrary, must be taken in the narrower sense of
the enjoyer of a product irrespective of whether he
is also a producer or not.    It will add to the clear-
ness of the distinction, and will at the same time be
^approximately correct, if we identify the producing
class with the business world in general, or the
industrial world as a whole, and the  consuming
class with the public in general or society as a
whole.    The  latter class   of  course  includes  the
former, but, disregarding parasites, the former in-
cludes all of the latter except the helpless, whether
from age, disease, or physical and mental defective-
ricss.    It is not the relative size or quality of these
two classes that constitutes the distinction in ques-
tion,  but  the  direction  given  to the utility by
economics  and sociology respectively.    In short,
economics, as so many economists have insisted,
concerns itself with the creation of wealth irrespec-
tive of who shall receive this wealth, though this is
properly assumed to be those who create it.   It nar-
rows down, therefore, to the question of earnings
and profits.    It deals with wages,  salaries,  divi-
dends, receipts and expenditures as related to each